Immunity to tetanus in United Kingdom populations.
As tetanus, a totally preventable disease, is still encountered in the older age group in England and Wales, a study was carried out to assess the state of immunity to the disease in the elderly population. These levels were compared to those in recruits and service personnel in the Army. Elderly patients with underlying disease had lower levels than the elderly who were healthy. When compared with recruit population the elderly group had significantly lower levels of antibody. If tetanus is to be eliminated, an effective programme of immunisation extending throughout life must be ensured.